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THE FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF REPORT PREPARED BY CAPE TOWN 
FIVE ON MEETING WITH PIK BOTHA THIS EVENING. 

1 . BEGIN QUOTE: THE CAPE TOWN FIVE SAW PIK BOTHA 

AND BRAND FOURIE AT 6:30 P.M., JANUARY 22. 
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2. AFTER PRESENTING THE TEXT OF THE COMMUNIQUE, 

BOTHA AT SOME LENGTH DESCRIBED TWO PROBLEMS. ONE HAD 
TO DO WITH THE PROPOSED ATES AND HIS OWN SCHEDULE. 

SO FAR AS THIS POINT IS CONCERNED HE SAID HE HOPED 
TO WORK OUT HIS SCHEDULING DIFFICULTIES SO AS TO MEET 
THE DATES ADVANCED BY THE FIVE FOREIGN MINISTERS. 

3. THE SECOND CONCERNED THE TIMING OF AN ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF THE DATE FOR ELECTIONS. HE EMPHASIZED THAT IT 
PRESENTED MUCH GREATER DIFFICULTIES BECAUSE IT 
INVOLVED ANOTHER POSTPONEMENT OF A NECESSARY DECISION. 

HE NEVERTHELESS AGREED TO PUT THE TWO PROBLEMS TO THE 
PRIME MINISTER AND THE CABINET, PROBABLY TOWMORROW, AND 
TO LET US HAVE A DECISION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. HE EXPLAINED 
AT LENGTH THE DIFFICULTIES HE FACES IN PERSUADING HIS 
PRIME MINISTER AND CERTAIN CABINET COLLEAGUES 

OF THE NEED TO POSTPONE AGAIN THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
AN ELECTION DATE, BUT AT THE END OF THE MEETING HE PROMISED 
TO DO HIS BEST TO ACHIEVE THIS. 

4. WE STRESSED THE NEED TO MAINTAIN STRICTEST 
CONFIDENTIALITY UNTIL ALL CONCERNED HAD ACCEPTED THE 
CURRENT INVITATION. END QUOTE. 

MY OWN ASSESSMENT FOLLOWS. BOWDLER 
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NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED TO SECRETARY. 
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